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SUMMARY OF CASES ACCEPTED
DURING THE WEEK OF JULY 20, 1998

[This news release is issued to inform the public and the press of cases that
the Supreme Court has accepted and of their general subject matter.  The
description or descriptions set out below do not necessarily reflect the view of the
court, or define the specific issues that will be addressed by the court.]

#98-94  Barner v. Leeds, S070373.  (B101382; 62 Cal.App.4th 1240.)

Petition for review after the Court of Appeal reversed a summary judgment in a

civil action.  This case concerns whether a public defender is immune from

malpractice suits.  (See Gov. Code, §  820.2.)

DISPOSITIONS

#97-128  In re Marriage of Johnson, S062848, was dismissed and remanded

to the Court of Appeal.

STATUS

#98-90  Thompson v. Department of Corrections, S071080.  The Court

ordered briefing to continue, notwithstanding Thompson’s receipt of the relief
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sought in this proceeding prior to his execution, on issues concerning appellate

jurisdiction over a superior court order respecting a condemned prisoner’s contact

with a personal spiritual advisor during the hours immediately prior to execution

and the merits of the appeal.  The order explained that the matter presents

important and potentially recurring questions of law which are likely to arise in

other contexts yet evade review.
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